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1112 W. Bristol Road, Flint, MI, 48507 | 810 522 5358 

November 7th, 2025 
 
To Whom it May Concern,  
 
 I am proud to write this strong letter of support today regarding the proposed merger of Fifth 
Third Bank and Comerica Bank. At Communities First, Inc., we are a nonprofit community 
development organization whose mission is to build healthy, vibrant communities through economic 
development, affordable housing, and innovative programming. In this work, we have been fortunate 
to have a deep relationship with Fifth Third Bank who has provided critical financial support for 
several of our developments, from new affordable housing to community centers to Flint’s first 
dedicated food truck park. None of these developments would have been possible without Fifth 
Third’s commitment to community access to financial support, and we are thrilled by the prospect of 
this access  
growing through a merger with Comerica Bank.  
 
 Our relationship with Fifth Third Bank began in 2018 when they provided financial support 
for earlier CFI developments. Since that time their support has grown and they have been a critical 
funder for a host of hard to finance projects. An excellent example has been the Community 
Enrichment Center, a formerly closed community center on Flint’s North Side that we are working to 
redevelop into a center for family socioeconomic mobility. Fifth Third’s investments have made the 
restoration of this century-old building possible with programming already taking place while we 
complete renovations to the remainder of the structure. This center has hosted hundreds of neighbors, 
several entrepreneurs in its new commercial kitchen, dozens of community information events, and 
more. This center serves as an anchor in a low-income community, one we have been proud to serve 
through this partnership. Additionally, the Chair of our Board of Directors is an employee of Fifth 
Third Bank, displaying their deep commitment to this work.  
 
 We believe firmly that this merger is in the public interest as it will expand access to capital 
in marginalized communities. From homeownership supports to business expansions to neighborhood 
reinvestment, communities like those that we serve need greater access to capital and this proposed 
merger could make it possible.  
 
 I close by reiterating our strong support, and should you have any questions please don’t 
hesitate to reach out.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Glenn Wilson 
President and CEO 
Communities First, Inc.  
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November 7, 2025 

 

OCC Director, Large Bank Licensing 

7 Times Square, 10th Floor Mailroom 

New York, NY 10036 

Or via email: LicensingPublicComments@occ.treas.gov 

 

RE:  Fifth Third Bank and Coamerica Bank Merger 

 

To Whom It May Concern, 

 

It is with great pleasure that I offer a letter of support for the merger of Fifth Third Bank and Comerica Bank. 

Serving for over 20 years as the Chief Executive Officer of Claretian Associates, I have been pleased to partner 

with Fifth Third Bank over many of those years and most recently as part of a three-year (3yr) initiative called the 

Neighborhood Program. This program supported the creation of work plans focused on increasing 

homeownership, small business sustainability and healthy environments within the South Chicago community. As 

part of this program, Claretian Associates acted as the convener and backbone organization, building robust 

coalitions to carry out various initiatives around the three aforementioned focused issue areas.  

 

Claretian Associates began its efforts in South Chicago in 1991 with the goal of revitalizing the community 

through affordable housing by engaging residents in the creation of development plans. The organization directly 

helps southeast side residents live safely and affordably, keeping their utilities on and connecting them to 

resources for healthy living, employment, the arts and much more. Community input continues to be the 

cornerstone of our revitalization and community building strategies. Through the Neighborhood Program, 

Claretian Associates was selected as part of a nine (9) organization, nation-wide cohort that worked to learn from 

each other through networking, sharing lessons learned and connections to innovative partners.  

 

Fifth Third Bank was at the epicenter of this work not only bringing a variety of capacity building partner 

organizations together that provided insightful data, training and support, but also providing innovative lending 

products that created greater access for businesses and homebuyers. Over the last three years we were able to 

service hundreds of residents through housing fairs, business capacity building workshops and education and 

cleanup days/vacant land stewardship. In addition, they assisted in funding the predevelopment or preservation of 

over 146 units of affordable rental and for sale housing, as well providing operational loans to small businesses 

critically needing them. Together we have continued to strengthen South Chicago as a community of choice not 

last resort. 

 

The support of Fifth Third bank has not only increased access to capital but also provided various opportunities to 

leverage other resources, increase capacity building for not only our but also other partner organizations. We 

welcome the continued partnership of Fifth Third Bank, especially at this time when our community is preparing 

to welcome the first ever Quantum computing facility in North America on the adjacent 600-acre last lakefront 

developable land that once housed the behemoth industry leader US Steel. Fifth Third Banks’ committed presence 

will be essential in our work to continue to achieve our mutual aim of improving the quality of life in South 

Chicago.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Angela Hurlock. Chief Executive Officer  

3039 E. 91st Street, Chicago IL 60617 

angelah@claretianassociates.org 
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November 7, 2025 
 
OCC Director, Large Bank Licensing 

7 Times Square, 10th Floor Mailroom 

New York, NY 10036 

LicensingPublicComments@occ.treas.gov  

 
Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland 

1455 East Sixth Street 

Cleveland, OH 44114 

Comments.applications@clev.frb.org 
 

Dear Directors,  

 
The Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC) is pleased to provide comments regarding Fifth Third 
Bank’s proposed acquisition of Comerica Bank. LISC has partnered extensively with both institutions 
since the 1980s in support of our community development initiatives, and we look forward to ongoing 
collaboration and enhanced outcomes assuming the acquisition is approved. 
 
LISC is a non-profit housing and community development organization and certified Community 
Development Financial Institution (CDFI) with offices in 36 cities throughout the country, and a rural 
network that reaches more than 2,400 counties in 49 states. LISC invests approximately $2 billion each 
year in these communities, and our work covers a wide range of activities, including housing, economic 
development, building family wealth and incomes, education, and creating healthy communities. 
 
LISC has had deep and valuable relationships with both Fifth Third Bank and Comerica Bank. Fifth Third 
has provided over $360 million in grants, loans, and equity investments to support the work of LISC 
and our affiliates since 1981, including: 
 

• $348.8 million of equity in Low Income Housing Tax Credit investments through our subsidiary 

the National Equity Fund (NEF) supporting numerous developments and affordable homes. 

Fifth Third has been a valuable partner to NEF, investing in 36 Funds to date. Key collaborations 

include a $24.6 million partnership for Opportunity Zone investments and a $20 million 

investment in the NEF's Fund to help emerging developers access affordable housing projects.  

 

• Over $9 million in total grant support. In the last five years alone, Fifth Third has provided more 

than $3.6 million in grant funding to LISC to advance workforce development initiatives, 
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revitalize underinvested neighborhoods, empower small businesses, and expand access to 

affordable housing. 

 

• Below-market loans totaling $2.6 million, which LISC has used to help lower the costs of debt 
for our CDC partners working in distressed neighborhoods.  

 

• Participation on the local advisory boards of three different local LISC offices.  
 
Comerica Bank has also been a valuable partner to LISC since 1987, providing over $216 million in 
grants and investments. This includes $212.2 million in LIHTC equity investments through NEF, and 
over $4 million in grant assistance to LISC offices in Phoenix, the Bay Area, Los Angeles, Detroit, and 
Kalamazoo. Grant funds have bolstered our efforts to support small businesses, including COVID-19 
recovery initiatives and broader economic development programs. Comerica Bank staff also sit on the 
local advisory board of LISC Detroit. 
 
In sum, LISC has partnered with both Fifth Third and Comerica Bank over the years in support of our 
community development work. Both institutions have been exemplary partners to LISC, and we 
endorse the merger with the hope it results in even deeper engagement in vulnerable and underserved 
communities, through both comprehensive community development financing and the provision of 
convenient and full retail services.  
 
We thank you for consideration of these comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Matt Josephs 
Senior Vice President for Policy 
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November 3, 2025

OCC Director, Large Bank Licensing
7 Times Square, 10th Floor Mailroom
New York, NY 10036

RE: Letter of Support for Fifth Third Bank’s Proposed Merger with Comerica Bank
Central Application Tracking System (OCC’s web-based system)- 2025-Combination-343698

Dear OCC Director:

On behalf of Matrix Human Services, I am honored to express our full support for Fifth Third Bank’s 
proposed merger with Comerica Bank, recognizing the significant and lasting benefits this partnership will 
bring to our communities.

Founded in 1906, Matrix Human Services is one of Detroit’s longest-serving nonprofit organizations, 
dedicated to empowering individuals and families to achieve self-sufficiency through education, housing, 
workforce development, and community health programs. Each year, we serve thousands of residents—many 
from low- to moderate-income (LMI) neighborhoods—through a network of holistic services that strengthen 
families and revitalize communities.

For nearly two decades, Fifth Third Bank has been an unwavering partner in our mission, advancing 
economic inclusion and equitable development across Detroit’s neighborhoods.

Our partnership with Fifth Third Bank began in 2008, and for almost 20 years we have collaborated to 
strengthen community infrastructure through a combination of co-designed meetings, technical assistance, 
financial education, capacity building, and neighborhood revitalization planning.

Importantly, Fifth Third Bank’s support extends far beyond financial contributions. Their partnership brings 
intellectual and social capital, providing Matrix with access to financial literacy experts, data-driven planning 
insights, and ongoing guidance that enhances our operational capacity and deepens our community impact.

Over the years, our collaboration with Fifth Third Bank has produced measurable results:

Homeownership and Financial Education: Fifth Third’s financial literacy support have equipped 
hundreds of families to improve credit, build savings, and achieve first-time homeownership.
Workforce Development: Funding from Fifth Third has supported Matrix Human Services’ Skills 
to Build Workforce Development program, providing unemployed and underemployed metro 
Detroiters with job training and career advancement opportunities as well as access to wraparound 
and supportive services.
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Both programs see the highest participation from residents who live in the 48205-zip code (commonly 
referred to as G7) where our eastside community hub, The Matrix Center, is located. Residents who live in 
the surrounding zip codes of 48203, 48213, 48214, 48224 and 48234 also participate in these programs and 
utilize our wraparound services. According to the most recent U.S. Census data, the average household 
income in the 48205-zip code is $18,424 where 95% of the nearly 34,000 people identify as Black/African 
American. Over 25% of these households live in poverty and struggle to meet their basic needs, nearly 
double the rate of other Detroit zip codes and areas across Michigan.

To address this, through our partnership with Fifth Third Bank, Matrix has advanced access and inclusion by 
expanding financial literacy, workforce and asset-building opportunities for residents who have long been 
excluded from traditional banking systems and emerging, high quality employment opportunities. These 
efforts directly align with both organizations’ missions to create sustainable, inclusive pathways to economic 
mobility.

The proposed merger between Fifth Third Bank and Comerica Bank will amplify these initiatives, allowing 
both institutions to extend resources and innovation across a broader service footprint. This alignment will 
accelerate the growth of neighborhood revitalization projects, small business lending, and homeownership 
programs that strengthen Detroit’s economic foundation.

Additionally, the combined institution’s expanded capacity will enhance supplier diversity, local hiring 
initiatives, and community reinvestment efforts, ensuring equitable growth and opportunity throughout LMI 
communities.

Matrix Human Services enthusiastically supports Fifth Third Bank’s proposed merger with Comerica Bank. 
We are confident that this union will expand opportunities for the communities we serve, promote equitable 
economic growth, and sustain the long-term investments that have already transformed so many lives in 
Detroit.

Sincerely,

Starr Allen-Pettway, LMSW

President & CEO
Matrix Human Services
sallenpettway@matrixhs.org
(313) 962-5255 ext. 1621
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1513 P street NW Washington, D.C. 20005 
www.na9onalbankers.org 

Nov. 7, 2025 

From:  
National Bankers Association Foundation 
1513 P. St. NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
 
To:   
OCC Director, Large Bank Licensing 
7 Times Square, 10th Floor Mailroom 
New York, NY 10036 
comments.applica9ons@clev.frb.org 

 
Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland 
1455 East Sixth Street 
Cleveland, OH 44114 
LicensingPublicComments@occ.treas.gov 
 

Greetings, 

On behalf of the National Bankers Association Foundation (NBAF), I write to express our strong 
support for the proposed merger between Fifth Third Bank and Comerica. As the philanthropic-
foundation affiliate of the National Bankers Association, the NBAF is committed to ensuring 
underserved communities have fair access to transformative financial education, services, and 
resources. Our mission is supported through four strategic pillars—financial wellness; 
entrepreneurship & small business; research & impact; and capacity-building—each designed 
to elevate the ability of mission-driven depository institutions (MDIs) to serve communities 
historically underserved by mainstream financial institutions.  

We believe this merger presents a meaningful opportunity for expanded community 
development, inclusive growth, and enhanced access to financial services across the merged 
institution’s footprint. 

Strong Historical Collabora9on 

For several years, NBAF has participated actively on Fifth Third’s Community Advisory Forum, 
working in close collaboration to inform and shape Fifth Third’s community development 
strategy. Through this Forum, we have engaged constructively on issues of homeownership 
access, small business growth in underserved markets, and community bank partnerships, and 
have supported several of our member MDIs and mission-driven institutions in pursuing CDFI 
certification—a critical tool for catalyzing capital into under-served communities. 
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1513 P street NW Washington, D.C. 20005 
www.na9onalbankers.org 

 
Value of the Proposed Merger 

The proposed merger offers several compelling value propositions in line with our 
organization’s mission: 

• Scale and reach: By combining the resources, branch footprint, and capital strength of 
both banks, the merged entity is better positioned to deploy responsible lending, 
affordable housing initiatives, and community investment programs at scale. 

• Enhanced community development capacity: The expanded footprint offers 
opportunities to mobilize more sizeable commitments around small business growth, 
and low- and moderate-income (LMI) homeownership—areas where NBAF consistently 
engages. 

• Shared mission alignment: We understand that Fifth Third has demonstrated a 
willingness to engage mission-driven partners (including NBAF and MDIs) in its 
community strategy. The merger can deepen and broaden that engagement, including 
collaboration with NBAF and our ecosystem of mission-driven banks. 

• Innovation and inclusion: With increased size and operational capacity, the merged 
institution is well positioned to deploy innovative products, including those tailored for 
underserved populations, micro/small business lending in LMI tracts, and partnerships 
with MDIs, community banks, and philanthropic intermediaries. 

NBAF’s Role Going Forward 

In light of the merger, NBAF commits to building on our existing partnership with Fifth Third 
and to supporting the merged institution in advancing inclusive growth and community 
investment. Specifically, we intend to: 

• Collaborate with the merged institution on national and regional programs aimed at 
increasing homeownership among underserved households, particularly in Low- and 
Moderate-Income census tracts. 

• Support small business growth by leveraging our entrepreneurship & small business 
pillar: providing capacity-building, access to capital facilitation, and targeted technical 
assistance in the combined bank’s expanded service areas. 

• Co-design initiatives in high-opportunity geographies, working alongside the bank, MDIs, 
community development financial institutions (CDFIs), and local partners. 

• Partner on affordable housing programs—such as financing, affordable housing 
preservation, and new construction—in communities where the merged bank operates, 
leveraging our research and impact capability to identify underserved zones and design 
effective solutions. 
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1513 P street NW Washington, D.C. 20005 
www.na9onalbankers.org 

• Continue to champion MDIs and mission-driven banks within the merged institution’s 
ecosystem, including assisting these institutions in CDFI certification and collaboration, 
so that the merger’s benefits extend beyond the merged bank alone into enabling a 
broader inclusive finance ecosystem. 

Conclusion 

NBAF views this proposed merger as more than a traditional bank consolidation—it is a 
strategic opportunity to accelerate inclusive economic growth, deepen community impact, and 
strengthen the network of mission-driven banks who serve underserved and vulnerable 
communities. We urge the regulatory agencies to approve the merger with full recognition of 
its potential for positive community outcomes. We also stand ready to assist in any way the 
merged institution or the regulators deem helpful to maximize community benefit. 

Thank you for your attention to this letter and for your ongoing stewardship of the U.S. banking 
system. Should you have any questions or if we can provide additional input or data, please 
don’t hesitate to reach out. 

Sincerely, 

 
Christopher White 
Deputy Executive Director 
National Bankers Association Foundation 
Phone: (202) 588-5432 
Email: cwhite@nationalbankers.org 

cc:  
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1513 P street NW Washington, D.C. 20005 
www.na9onalbankers.org 

Nov. 21, 2025 

From:  
National Bankers Association Foundation 
1513 P. St. NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
 
To:   
Jason Almonte 
Director for Large Bank Licensing 
Office of the Comptroller of the Currency 
7 Times Square, 10th Floor Mailroom 
New York, NY 10036 
LicensingPublicComments@occ.treas.gov  
 
Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland 
1455 East Sixth Street 
Cleveland, OH 44114 
comments.applica9ons@clev.frb.org 
 
Gree9ngs, 

On behalf of the National Bankers Association Foundation (NBAF), I write to express our strong 
support for the proposed merger between Fifth Third Bank and Comerica. As the philanthropic-
foundation affiliate of the National Bankers Association, the NBAF is committed to ensuring 
underserved communities have fair access to transformative financial education, services, and 
resources. Our mission is supported through four strategic pillars—financial wellness; 
entrepreneurship & small business; research & impact; and capacity-building—each designed 
to elevate the ability of mission-driven depository institutions (MDIs) to serve communities 
historically underserved by mainstream financial institutions.  

We believe this merger presents a meaningful opportunity for expanded community 
development, inclusive growth, and enhanced access to financial services across the merged 
institution’s footprint. 

Strong Historical Collabora9on 

For several years, NBAF has participated actively on Fifth Third’s Community Advisory Forum, 
working in close collaboration to inform and shape Fifth Third’s community development 
strategy. Through this Forum, we have engaged constructively on issues of homeownership 
access, small business growth in underserved markets, and community bank partnerships, and 
have supported several of our member MDIs and mission-driven institutions in pursuing CDFI 
certification—a critical tool for catalyzing capital into under-served communities. 
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Value of the Proposed Merger 

The proposed merger offers several compelling value propositions in line with our 
organization’s mission: 

• Scale and reach: By combining the resources, branch footprint, and capital strength of 
both banks, the merged entity is better positioned to deploy responsible lending, 
affordable housing initiatives, and community investment programs at scale. 

• Enhanced community development capacity: The expanded footprint offers 
opportunities to mobilize more sizeable commitments around small business growth, 
and low- and moderate-income (LMI) homeownership—areas where NBAF consistently 
engages. 

• Shared mission alignment: We understand that Fifth Third has demonstrated a 
willingness to engage mission-driven partners (including NBAF and MDIs) in its 
community strategy. The merger can deepen and broaden that engagement, including 
collaboration with NBAF and our ecosystem of mission-driven banks. 

• Innovation and inclusion: With increased size and operational capacity, the merged 
institution is well positioned to deploy innovative products, including those tailored for 
underserved populations, micro/small business lending in LMI tracts, and partnerships 
with MDIs, community banks, and philanthropic intermediaries. 

NBAF’s Role Going Forward 

In light of the merger, NBAF commits to building on our existing partnership with Fifth Third 
and to supporting the merged institution in advancing inclusive growth and community 
investment. Specifically, we intend to: 

• Collaborate with the merged institution on national and regional programs aimed at 
increasing homeownership among underserved households, particularly in Low- and 
Moderate-Income census tracts. 

• Support small business growth by leveraging our entrepreneurship & small business 
pillar: providing capacity-building, access to capital facilitation, and targeted technical 
assistance in the combined bank’s expanded service areas. 

• Co-design initiatives in high-opportunity geographies, working alongside the bank, MDIs, 
community development financial institutions (CDFIs), and local partners. 

• Partner on affordable housing programs—such as financing, affordable housing 
preservation, and new construction—in communities where the merged bank operates, 
leveraging our research and impact capability to identify underserved zones and design 
effective solutions. 
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• Continue to champion MDIs and mission-driven banks within the merged institution’s 
ecosystem, including assisting these institutions in CDFI certification and collaboration, 
so that the merger’s benefits extend beyond the merged bank alone into enabling a 
broader inclusive finance ecosystem. 

Conclusion 

NBAF views this proposed merger as more than a traditional bank consolidation—it is a 
strategic opportunity to accelerate inclusive economic growth, deepen community impact, and 
strengthen the network of mission-driven banks who serve underserved and vulnerable 
communities. We urge the regulatory agencies to approve the merger with full recognition of 
its potential for positive community outcomes. We also stand ready to assist in any way the 
merged institution or the regulators deem helpful to maximize community benefit. 

Thank you for your attention to this letter and for your ongoing stewardship of the U.S. banking 
system. Should you have any questions or if we can provide additional input or data, please 
don’t hesitate to reach out. 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Christopher White 
Deputy Executive Director 
National Bankers Association Foundation 
Phone: (202) 588-5432 
Email: cwhite@nationalbankers.org 

cc:  
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October 30, 2025 

OCC Director, Large Bank Licensing 

7 Times Square, 10th Floor Mailroom 

New York, NY 10036 

 

Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland 

1455 East Sixth Street 

Cleveland, OH 44114 

RE: Community Impact Considerations for the Proposed Comerica Bank and Fifth Third Bank 

Acquisition 

To the Office of the Comptroller and the Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland: 

On behalf of Opportunity Resource Fund (OppFund), a Michigan-based Community 

Development Financial Institution (CDFI) with over 40 years of impact, I am writing to share 

our perspective on the proposed Comerica Bank and Fifth Third Bank acquisition. 

About Opportunity Resource Fund 

OppFund provides affordable housing and small business financing across Michigan—helping 

families and entrepreneurs, particularly those historically excluded from traditional credit 

systems, build stability and wealth. We are the only statewide CDFI loan fund in Michigan that 

provides direct residential lending to consumers. 

Over four decades, we have invested more than $100 million in individuals, families, small 

businesses, nonprofit organizations, and affordable housing developers. Our borrowers meet 

100% of the CRA definition, and more than 40% of our homeownership clients earn less than 

50% of the area median income. These outcomes reflect not only lending activity but deep, 

place-based engagement in communities where mainstream finance has too often fallen short. 

Partnership and Collaboration 

Both Comerica and Fifth Third have been meaningful partners in this mission. 

• Comerica Bank played an instrumental role in helping OppFund launch a property tax 

relief initiative that enabled Detroit homeowners to remain in their homes during the 

city’s recovery—preserving generational assets and neighborhood stability. More 

recently, Comerica has partnered with us on small business education programs in West 

Michigan, designed to prepare entrepreneurs for successful transitions to traditional 

banking relationships. We have worked closely with Beatrice Kelly, Michael Cheatham, 

and Patricia Alexander, who has served on our Board, Loan Committee, and now on our 

Advisory Board—a testament to Comerica’s commitment to engaged, local leadership. 
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• Fifth Third Bank, under the leadership of Tawnya Rose, who serves on our Advisory 

Board, has been an active and engaged partner in advancing community development 

lending. Beyond providing capital, Fifth Third team members consistently volunteer their 

time and expertise, offering technical assistance and financial coaching that help 

OppFund borrowers strengthen their businesses and build long-term financial stability. 

David Girodat, Fifth Third’s State of Michigan President, has been a generous mentor to 

me personally—sharing his real estate expertise to enhance our team’s knowledge and 

capacity. In addition, Keith Burgess serves on our Loan Committee, contributing strong 

credit expertise that helps ensure our lending decisions are both sound and mission 

aligned. 

These are not transactional partnerships; they are relationships built on shared accountability and 

community trust. Local leadership matters. Community impact happens not in corporate 

boardrooms, but block by block, census tract by census tract, where innovation and advocacy 

depend on those who know and serve the people directly. 

Expectations and Accountability 

The proposed merger would create the largest depository institution in the state of Michigan. 

With that expanded scale comes an equally expanded obligation to lead with equity, 

transparency, and measurable community outcomes. 

OppFund views this merger as an opportunity to deepen—not dilute—each bank’s existing 

community commitment. To ensure that, we believe the combined organization should: 

• Expand partnerships with Michigan-based CDFIs to deploy more flexible capital in 

affordable housing, homeownership, and small business lending; 

• Increase access to credit and homeownership for historically underinvested communities, 

particularly those most affected by the racial wealth gap; 

• Maintain strong local representation and decision-making through leaders like David 

Girodat, Tawnya Rose, Michael Cheatham, Patricia Alexander, and Beatrice Kelly, 

whose credibility anchors community trust; and 

• Continue to invest in capacity-building, technical assistance, and volunteer engagement 

that strengthen long-term community resilience. 

With these expectations in place, Opportunity Resource Fund supports the potential of this 

acquisition to create greater reach and opportunity for Michigan residents—if it is matched by 

clear, measurable commitments proportional to the institution’s scale and influence. 

We value our collaboration with both Comerica and Fifth Third and look forward to continued 

partnership—grounded in accountability, transparency, and shared purpose to advance equitable 

financial access and economic opportunity for all Michiganders. 

 

Respectfully, 
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Byna Elliott 

Chief Executive Officer 

Opportunity Resource Fund 
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Date:11/10/2025 

To:  OCC Director, Large Bank Licensing 

        7 Times Square, 10th Floor Mailroom 
        New York, NY 10036  

       Tracking System: 2025-Combination-343698 

       

As the Executive Director of the Osborn Neighborhood Alliance (ONA), I 
am writing to express our strong support for the proposed merger between the 
Fifth Third Bank and the Comerica Bank. Fifth Third Bank has been an 
invaluable partner in advancing community and economic development in 
the Osborn community of Detroit, Michigan. 

Fifth Third has played a major role in the G7 Development initiative, which has 
focused on housing development, park and green space rehabilitation, and 
commercial redevelopment. This initiative represents the first significant 
investment in our community in many years and has had a transformative 
impact. 

One example of this impact is the Mapleridge Project, a $600,000 
redevelopment effort that brought affordable homeownership opportunities 
and quality rental housing to Osborn. With Fifth Third’s support, homes that 
were once slated for demolition were rehabilitated, helping to eliminate 



blight, reestablish property tax revenue, and restore community pride. This 
project has inspired residents and neighboring organizations to invest in 
Osborn once again, even as we remain a low- to moderate-income area. 

In addition to housing, Fifth Third Bank has provided vital support for local 
business development. Through financial resources, training, and technical 
assistance, Fifth Third has helped informal businesses transition to formal 
operations—offering guidance in marketing, accounting, licensing, and peer-
to-peer learning. As a result, ONA has been able to strengthen our small 
business ecosystem and create a foundation for long-term economic growth. 

Our partnership with Fifth Third Bank is truly a model for how community-
based organizations and financial institutions can co-design and co-facilitate 
initiatives that drive meaningful, sustainable change. Vice President of 
Community Impact Tawnya Rose has demonstrated unwavering 
commitment to community transformation and equitable growth. 

We believe the merger between Fifth Third Bank and Comerica Bank will only 
enhance the resources, capacity, and partnerships that have already proven 
so effective in Detroit’s neighborhoods. As our city continues to grow 
stronger, we look forward to expanding this partnership to further support 
affordable housing, business training, and community education. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (313 384-5019 or 
email: qjones@onaoba.org 

Sincerely, 

  

Quincy Jones, Executive Director 

 

 

Ferdinand.Delavega@53.com
Rectangle

Ferdinand.Delavega@53.com
Rectangle

Ferdinand.Delavega@53.com
Rectangle

Ferdinand.Delavega@53.com
Rectangle










